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Peter Dodwell

Peter was born in India, raised and educated in England, and graduated from Oxford
University with degrees in Philosophy and Psychology. Scholar, writer, musician, artist, avid
gardener and sportsman; he lived an active and varied life — at times rather on the edge, but his
natural charm helped him through a few awkward situations. He came to Canada in 1958 and
spent his career at Queen’s University. He also taught at London University and Harvard and
was a visiting professor at various other universities in Canada, Britain, the United States,
Australia, and New Zealand.

Peter was a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada and the Canadian Psychological
Association of which he was president in 1985. He also held a number of prestigious research
fellowships (including Guggenheim, Killam, C.D. Howe, and McLaughlin Fellowships). He
received many other academic honors, including the D.O. Hebb award for contributions to
psychological science. During his career, Peter morphed from a proper young Englishman
wearing jacket and tie to deliver his lectures, into a more relaxed, North American casually
dressed senior professor, always looking to challenge his students and colleagues, in one way or
another. In this regard, a year spent at Stanford, California in the late 1960°s proved seminal in
making him a more relaxed model for his students (and family!).

Despite his busy academic life, Peter followed a number of other less formal paths. He
was an active and concerned partner and parent; to the extent of marrying three times — variety
is the spice of life. He was an enthusiastic cellist and chamber musician and was quite proud of
the fact that he was taught by Margaret Rowell at Berkeley Conservatory, a student of the great
Rostopovich. He was a tennis player into his 70’s, a skier, and a yachtsman. He never won a Cup
but once or twice gave the Canadian Shark Champion a run for his money! Peter always had a
deep concern for the meaning of life and in his later career, when married to Elizabeth, made a
particular study of the idealistic and spiritual basis for human culture and creativity, culminating
in a book published in 2000 titled: Brave New Mind (Oxford University Press), which swam
against the strong current of Darwinian Materialism so prevalent in modern science. Peter and
his wife, Elizabeth, retired to Victoria in 1993. He died peacefully on September 19, 2006.

Dictated by Peter Dodwell himself
In Victoria, BC, on May 4, 2006
Four months before his death.



